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Special points of interest 

• Stayed tuned for information 
on our EIWL one day confer-
ence scheduled for September 
17, 2022 in Pocatello .  

President’s Message on page 2 

 

 

 

Almotto’s Journey 

After making the decision to publish my short stories into a collec-
tion, I began an interesting journey into the world of  publishing. 
Originally, I was just going to create a booklet similar to my Scrib-
bling poetry collection, mainly using  Microsoft Word and hand for-
matting.  

Once the formatting was complete, I had a cute booklet but too 
many pages for the handmade stapled booklet. Plan B began to look 
for a printer to bind the collection. The printer required a minimum 
of 84 pages so all previous formatting was obsolete.   

The decision was made to include some poetry to get the additional 
content. I then set out to search for an ISBN and barcode.  I learned 
that the Scribbling ISBN was not valid and that there are many sites 
willing to sell writers ISBN and barcodes but many are scams.  

Eventually I found  number of references to Bowker Identifier Ser-
vice. Bowker seems legit and I am now the CEO of Almotto Legacy 
Publishing and have three books in various stages of publishing and 
several in planning stages.  Full Course should be going to the print-
er by summer. A Series of Unfortunate Vehicles should, with any 
luck, be going to printers by Christmas. It is a frightening but exhila-
rating process.  

                                                                                           Amy 

Book Signing & Dinner with Brenda Baumgartner Stanley     

Celebrating the newly released book —Only in Darkness 

Thursday, May 19th @ 6:30 pm 
Portneuf Valley Brewing 
615 S 1st Ave., Pocatello, ID 83201  

*Dinner and drinks available at your expense from the brewery’s full menu.  
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2022 Storymakers 

 Conference 

May 12-14 2022                 

Provo, Utah.  

The conference is live as 

well as virtual. 

 

2022 PNWA Conference 
Date: September 23-25th 
2022. 

Location: Hyatt Regency 
Lake Washington 

2022 Jackson Hole Writers 
Conference 

June 23-25 2022 

Winnie & Mo’s Poetry Event  
 

EIWL members  had fun sharing 

their favorite poetry in celebration 

of National Poetry month. The 

book store was filled to near ca-

pacity. A wide range of poetry was 

read from light verse, slam poetry, 

to lyrical poetry. Other open mic 

events are scheduled but not po-

etry specific.  



President’s Message:   

By Terri Robinson 

It is not hard to find free writing advice – in fact, it may be much too easy! But really good 

free advice, not wrapped up in a scheme to sell a writing program or book, is a little harder. I 

was fortunate to stumble on a blog written by the late David Farland, author of more than 60 

books, including the series Runelords, and a judge for the Ron Hubbard’s Writers of the Fu-

ture contest for science fiction. 

 

David Farland, a pen name, but the one I knew him by, passed away suddenly this year after 

he fell. I learned much from his “talks,” which is how reading his blogs and emails felt to me. 

He had a team of people who worked with him and this team is continuing his writing advice 

in blog, emailed newsletter and his writing programs, including Apex Writers, an intense writ-

ing club through paid membership. More information is available at David Farland, Story 

Doctor. 

 

One of his recent newsletters included this list of 14 checks every novel should contain. I 

found it very helpful and I hope you will as well. Check out David Farland’s newsletter for 

more great advice. 

 

1. Resolve the main conflict--unless you are writing a story with an ironic twist or a some-
what ambiguous ending, the protagonist and antagonist can't both "win." Generally speak-
ing, one will be defeated, and this resolves the conflict. 
2. Conflicts from secondary plotlines will also be resolved. Some in the industry say it's best 
to resolve them before the story's climax, but it's okay to resolve them during the denoue-
ment as well. 
3. Finish the protagonist's character arc. How did the protagonist change internally because 
of the journey? Illustrate that in the climax and falling action. If the protagonist refused to 
change, illustrate their steadfastness in the same places. 
4. Drive home the thematic argument. (But remember with theme, it's always more important 
to show than to tell.) 
5. The protagonist should almost always be the most active character. 
6. The antagonist should be more formidable than what came prior. 
7. Tie up loose ends. 
8. The denouement should validate what changed because of the story and/or what re-
mained the same despite the story. 
9. Deliver what was promised to the audience (better yet, exceed their expectations).  
10. Escalate the stakes and costs again. 
11. Cross the most personal conflict with the broadest conflict 
12. Call back or echo earlier moments of the story. 
13. Mark the beginning of the last act with a positive turning point that arms the protagonist 
with new information or new means to take on or address the antagonist. 
14. Make the denouement long enough to cover what is important, but short enough to stay 
interesting. 
 



Editing Humor (Shared From Pinterest) 

 

 

 

Inspired by Terri’s April president’s 

message, I am sharing a piece from 

my personal IWL archives.  This is a 

critique form used by Gary Town-

send at some of the IWL groups. I 

always found this form and Gary’s 

critique’s very helpful.  Writers re-

ceived some great input on their 

writing and it was nice to get both 

the strengths and weaknesses evalu-

ated.       

                                                                                                                             
Amy 

Critique Group Tools  
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International Standard Book Number (ISBN) 

ISBN TERMS AND CONDITIONS (from Bowker Agency—identifier service)  

R.R. Bowker LLC ("Bowker"), a Delaware limited liability company, is the exclusive ISBN Registration Agency for the Unit-
ed States, U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico. Operating under a grant from the International ISBN Agency, Bowker 
has the exclusive right to assign ISBN prefixes and ISBNs to publishers located in the United States, U.S. Virgin Islands, 
Guam and Puerto Rico. By registering with Bowker and completing an ISBN Application, Registrant agrees as follows:  

1. Registrant hereby certifies that it is a publisher. A publisher is a person or firm whose business is the publishing of books 

or other publications to which an ISBN can be assigned, and includes e-book publishers, audio cassette and video producers, 
software producers and museums and associations with publishing programs. 

2. Registrant will only assign ISBNs to publications to which it holds publishing rights. 

3. Registrant will not sell, license, distribute, disseminate, assign or otherwise make its assigned ISBN prefix and ISBNs 

available to other publishers or to any third parties. 
Registrant agrees to follow the International ISBN Standards for use of ISBNs. The International ISBN Standards are availa-
ble at the US ISBN Agency website located at http://www.isbn.org and at the International ISBN website located at http://
www.isbn-international.org. 

By issuing ISBN prefixes and ISBNs to Registrant, Bowker agrees as follows: 

1. Bowker hereby warrants that it has the full right, power and authority to assign ISBN prefixes and ISBNs to publishers 

located in the United States, U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico. 

2. Bowker hereby warrants that the ISBNs it assigns to Registrant will conform to current International ISBN Agency and 

International Standards Organization ("ISO") specifications and are fit for the particular purpose of identifying publications 
pursuant to the recognized ISO standard. 

3. EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY PROVIDED HEREIN, BOWKER MAKES NO OTHER WARRANTY, EXPRESSED OR 

IMPLIED. 
BOWKER SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO REGISTRANT FOR ANY LOSS OR INJURY RESULTING FROM ANY USE 
OF ISBN PREFIXES OR ISBNS BY REGISTRANT OR OTHER PARTIES. BOWKER SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO 
REGISTRANT FOR INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER SUCH DAM-
AGES ARE FORESEEABLE, WHETHER SUCH DAMAGES ARE DEEMED TO RESULT FROM THE FAILURE OR 
INADEQUACY OF ANY EXCLUSIVE OR OTHER REMEDY OR WHETHER BOWKER HAS BEEN ADVISED OF 
SUCH DAMAGES. 

Please contact the US ISBN Agency at isbn-san@bowker.com if you have questions about these terms and conditions or the 
ISBN standards. 

These terms and conditions are governed by the laws of the State of New Jersey excluding its conflicts of laws principles. The 
venue for any litigation arising out of these terms and conditions shall be the state or federal courts located within the State of 
New Jersey, U.S.A. 

 

http://www.isbn.org/
http://www.isbn-international.org/
http://www.isbn-international.org/
mailto:isbn-san@bowker.com
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From the IWL Archives and IDAHO Magazine: Merle Kearsley was a longtime member of IWL and had 

many stories published  in IDAHO magazine.  



Back Story— Meet Pat Doak  

 

Patricia was born in Oklahoma in 
the 1930s during the great depres-
sion and the epic 'Okie Migration.' 
She tells of adventures hopping 
trains and hitching rides from Okla-
homa to the west coast with her lit-
tle brother, scatterbrained dad, and 
ever watchful and protective mom. 
Eventually, the family found a 
home and community in Sam's Val-
ley, Oregon. Patricia showed an 
early talent for writing little stories 
and poems. She had written a little 
jingle for a contest, although she 
didn't enter the song because she 
didn't think it was good enough. A 
neighbor had heard little Patty sing-
ing the jingle on the playground 
and entered the jingle into the con-
test. Which – you must have 
guessed – won first place. Patricia 
continued to enter contests and 
write songs, poems, and short sto-
ries. She entered a piece in the Ida-
ho State song contest for the 76th 
centennial and received an honora-
ble mention. Patricia had one song 
published on a recording for a new 
country singer named Allen King 
Keller. He never became very well-
known, but her song, #7 on side 
one, is called "Giddy up Semi." The 
song is reminiscent of the many 
trucker songs of the mid-'70s. Patri-
cia continues to write songs and 
poems actively and always includes 
a new little ditty with each birthday 
and Christmas card to her kids, 
grandkids, and great-grandkids eve-
ry year. Her writing tends to ere on 
the side of whimsical and light-
hearted. However, the love she has 
for writing shines through and is 
felt by the reader. Patricia is sharing 
a journey that used to be just hers 
with her writing, whether to bring a 
smile to loved ones, share her de-
vout spiritual beliefs, or tell her life 
story. Patricia's most recent writ-
ings show the same presence of 
mind, sense of humor, sparkling 
eyes, and love of music and writing 
and are still just as strong today as 
they were in the early years.    
  

IDAHO STATE SONG                The sun comes down the mountain 
We raise big potatoes                      And shines on hill and plain 
Sugar beets by the ton                     I’ll tell you folks a picture 
Gold and silver in the mines            Like this you’ve never seen 
Enough for everyone 
                                                         When you take your vacation 
You could be a millionaire               And have no place to go 
That's easier said than done              Pack your bags and hurry down 
But come and see us anyway            To good ole’ Idaho 
And join in all the fun                                                        P. Doak 
  

 

                    By Rhonda Cullen and Sandi Warburton 

 


